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Your telegram No. 3591 yt&os. 

Wr. Rusk asked me to call with the French .mbassador this even- 
ing. Mr. Harriman was present. 

2, He said the President would, subject to Thai agreement^ make th. 
ann ouncement in my Immediately following telegram at 5 p.m. -ashingta. 
time Kay 1 5 . ^fter Alphand had confined that Gouvanna Phouma had 
agreed to retuna to Laos (also recalling Kong Lae) and call upon the 
lOng, hr. Rusk went over the objectives of United States policy. The 
President regarded the Pathet Lao attack as a violation of the cate- ^ 
gorical assurances given by Mr. Gromyko to Ur. Rusk in Geneva although 
he admitted that the deliberate default of the Royal Laotian Governme;..- ; 
had made the event more serious. United States policy now has three 

objectives 

(a) To warn the Russians of possible consequences of Pathet Lao 
action. A direct message had conveyed this to Hr. Khrushchev. 

(b) To reassure the Thais who were near to panic. 

(c) To persuade Ehoumi that he could not "suck them into Laos 1 '. 

As far as (a) was concerned United States Ambassador in Moscow had be*, 
encouraged by Hr. Khrushchev's silence on United States troop moves. 

3. Hr. Rusk went on to say that the Administration would continue v 
work for the re-establishment of the cease fire and a Government of 
national unity. There was no "hidden commitment" to Laos and the 
president was no 4- - prepared to put forces there on the basis of the 
present performance of Phoumi._ United states Ambassador Vientiane ha-., 
been instructed to try to bring about r. reconstruction of the Royal 
Laotian Government involving Phou^i as leader. They were prepared to 
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give him "massive aid". Kr. Rusk asked that our Ambassadors should 
give what help they could to >'r . Brown. 

1. Kv . Rusk then gave details of (Jnited States troop moves. Total 
forces involved would be between 5/6C0C. ’This included "Air Cobra" 
forces already there, one battalion marine landing team from the 
Seventh Fleet and two air squadrons. The majority of United states 
forces would go to Khorat. Some would go forward to Odon Thani. 

They had rejected the idea of sending units to the North-East. 

General Richardson would command. 

5. In answer to K. Alphand's question, Ur. Rusk said this was not 
formal SBATO action. The President was using his power as American 
.C.-in-C. in order to be in a position to fulfil Treaty commitments 
promptly. He then asked for the "representational presence" in 
•Thailand of other SEATO forces. He suggested that this could be most 
easily accomplished by the return of the various BiiiTO units which ha . 
taken part in the "Mr Cobra" exercise. The return would, of course, 
be at the request of the Thais.- Ee felt that such action would. not 
only help domestically but would serve as a. useful additional warning 
to the Communists and a further reassurance to Thailand (and South 
Viet Nam). Mr, Rusk made no suggestion of larger British forces. 

6. After K. Alphand .had left !r. Rusk said he would greatly 
appreciate any comment you had, if possible, during tomorrow morning. 
He was glad to learn contents of New Delhi telegram No. 677 to C.R.O, . 


Foreign Office please pass (immediate to all) to Paris, Bangkok, 
Vientiane, Singapore, Delhi, Wellington, Canberra, Moscow and Kuala 
Lumpur and Saving to Saigon, U.K. Mission Geneva, Phnom Penh and OKDe' 
NATO as my telegrams Nos. 152, 76 , 69, 88, 29 , 35, -U-, 173, 3, 33, 14-5 
6 and 369 respectively. 

[Repeated as requested to Foreign Service posts. 

Copy passed to Telegraph Section, C.R.O. for 
repetition to Delhi, Wellington, Canberra 
and Kuala Lumpur]. 
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